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Travel Writing:
A Journal of the Five Senses

Try 1o catch the feelings - the sound, the smell, the tang, of a place - immediately, before it
goes. A place is like a dream, and unless you record 1t instantly, however tired you feel at the
time, it will fade and fade, and you will never be able to recapture it. - Pico lyer

Text by Kate Orson

THE ROAD TO

16

JUNE 2010



S

--—q Baach PG rngp

.\_| 488 1.--.--1

““RI?EP‘“ -M‘

_.’J.!l'lﬂl -u_...__

s FIECT IO KIT TR ALL TN TRAVEL hru:mm MRALY, ;

ﬁm SCRAFDOCH FAGES IHICTOS, & BLOGE BON YVITAGE
sl Mhwna Firey_FUMLPERSCECAL URE OOILY
Do

escding is 2 journey. A book cantake metothe arctic, while I'm swinging
in z hammook on 2 tropical islkznd, of be my escape route friom 2 ety
skyscraper, inte the depths of the jungle. A writer recreates sensory
experiences, so the resder lezves their everyday surroundings, and
enters into the story,
When we've lived in & place & long time, we become habituated to it
the =zme ofd walk to work every morning o lohger holds our attenticn.
Traveling is & wake-up call fo the senses, bombarding uswith new sights, sounds, smells,
and tastes Meybe that's why travel andwriting naturally go together,

We areazll travel writers. We send emzils to friends to capture the plces we vist andthe
pecple we meet. Wewrite wish you were here! on posteardsand our words are the vehicle
o take thermn there. When we get back home, we enfertain our friends with tales of getting
lost, of eating unusuzl deliczcies, frying to communicate the difference between here and
there, the distant places that have somehow become 2 part of us.

If friencs are captivated by your fales you may have thought about becoming 2 trawvel
wiriter, According o teacher Pat Schneider, we are 2l writers just 25 we are all falkers; 1o
become & good writer means to dissover wour Swh Lnigue voice,

Mext time you go travelling bring 2 notebaook, S0 WU can wiite down your impressions
before the memacties fade. There's no need fo record evendhing that happens towou, Just
witite the moments that demand the attention of your senses.

When you get back home wou can transform your jumile of sensory impressions, into
complete pieces of writing, perhaps articles for magazines, of if you've been on the rcad
for 2 kohg time; 2 book

Revurite your experiences, filling in the gaps, 5o that your jourm ey, hasa sense of time and
plece, but without the boring bits, Describe the pecple you met and your travel compsanions
sothey jump out of the page like real pecple.

Hohe wour descriptions so wour words whisk us out of the real world for & while, If wou
wircte 'the Halizn ice creamwas delicious, 9o backinto your memory and dig 2 litle deeper.
Heny eactly clid that talian e cream taste? Describe it oo wour reader's mouth waters

Edit any ¢liches you wrcte in & hurry, such a5 the isknd is like heaven on earth, or 'the
mountaing are breasthtaking ! Tells us exactly what the mountains or the islands ook like 5o
wie cah picture them in our mind.

Editing iz ohe of the handest parts of the writing process, but it's alsc the most satisfying.
Azvol reresd wourwork forz finzl time wou will disccver that your travels have not faded like
& distant memory, but are there transksted onto the page. That'swhen you know it's time to
send wolr writing off on t's own journey, and see where it ends up.

Further Reading : Lonely Planet, Travel Wiiting - Expert acvice on travelwriting friom the
best writers and editors in the business, By Don George, with Charlotte Hindle, B

"Out of the taxi | ses
swarms of motorbikes
carrying whole
families, furmiture,
panes of glass. [ try
the handls to shut the
carwindow, but it's
broken, no airconned
cocoon for me, |

am welcomed into
the city, by honking
horng, and pstrol
fumes mingling with
the scent of a jasmine
wreath that hangs
from the driver's
dashboard, as ifitis a
talisman, to protect us
from the polluted air’
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